CHAPTER XVII
THE BULL
THESE animals of the genus quadrupeds belong to the ruminant order and are characterised by horns jutting outwards and then bending straight upwards, or curved forwards or downwards, in the shape of a crescent. They are remarkable for their size, the strength of their limbs, their large muzzle, and the dewlap or heavy folds of skin which hang from the neck. Far from being timid and prone to run away as stags and antelopes, they defend themselves against the largest wild animals, resist man, or even attack him, throwing him with their horns or trampling him under their
hoofs.
The bull has twelve molar teeth in each jaw, six on
either side, no canines, and only in the inferior jaw eight incisors, the middle ones being thin and with a cutting edge. The tongue bristles with small, more or less firm, booklets, which are pointed and directed backwards, making it very rough. The bellowing of the bull, which is extremely powerful, becomes much attenuated in the ox.